The first session was a luncheon provided at Lower Fort Garry by the Hudson's Bay Company for members of the Royal Society
and of the Historical Association. The Lower Fort, which stands in a striking situation on the bank of the Red river about twenty miles from Winnipeg, was built between 1881 and 1889, and is the only remaining complete example of the old stone forts built by the Hudson's Bay Company, and, at one time, numerous throughout the West. The wall of solid masonry, three feet thick and pierced with loop-holes at intervals of a few feet, encloses four and a half acres. Several of the stone buildings are still standing, and the whole is being preserved with the greatest care as a monument of early days in the North-west. Here, for many years, were held the council meetings of the governor and officers of the company. While sitting in this famous council hall almost one hundred years old, the guests were reminded that the British flag had flown in this vast north-west region for a longer period than in any other part of the North American mainland, and the panorama of over two hundred and fifty years of continuous British history stirred the imagination of all present. After the luncheon, a complete plan of the fort as it had existed throughout its history was provided, and the buildings now standing were thrown open to inspec- The condition of the Association, financial and otherwise, is a cause of gratification to its members. Special thanks are due to Dr. Doughty and the Archives, whose assistance in connection with the annual report and in many other ways has been of an essential nature. During the past year, the secretary of the Association received twenty-two inquiries from various parts of. Canada, as well as from the United States, England, Australia, and New Zealand. In a number of these cases, adequate replies were made possible by the aid of the staff and resources of the Archives,mover one hundred pages of photostat and other materials being sent out. It appears, indeed, as if the Association, which has been passing through a period of stabilization, is approaching the point where its sphere of usefulness may be more clearly defined and enlarged. In this connection, may one venture the hope that the Association will seriously undertake some coordination of historical interests throughout Canada? The number of societies at present engaged more or less effectively in historical activities is large, but there is no central source of inspiration and information. Without further formal organization much might be accomplished, and we look, naturally, to the Canadian Historical Association to meet the need. In doing so, it is certain that the Association would be more than repaid by a growth of interest in its own activities. GEORGE W. BROWN
